	Should marijuana be legal?  People have been debating this question for years and there are many different answers.  One answer is that legalizing marijuana will do more harm than it will good, therefore it should remain illegal.  On the other side of the spectrum, another answer to this question is that the benefits of legalizing marijuana outweigh the risks.  But there are many middle-ground views that are not so clear cut.  An example of this is some people believe marijuana has medicinal purposes but may not benefit the public.  But the main view is that people do not feel like they know enough information of the topic to be for or against it.  Legalization of marijuana has some medical benefits, but more importantly the potential economic benefits have what it takes to raise America out of the worst recesion since The Great Depression.
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            According to a study done by the Green Party, even doctors’ views on legalizing marijuana are split.  The results showed that 37% of doctors felt they did not have enough information about the uses of marijuana to say if it should or should not be legalized.  Then 32% of doctors said they would consider prescribing medicinal marijuana if it were legal to do so.  Also 6% of the doctors surveyed said they would prescribe marijuana regardless of their vocation.  Therefore, this shows the majority of doctors in this survey that felt they were educated enough of the uses of marijuana would legalize it.  This is because marijuana can treat diseases such as Alzheimer’s disease, Anorexia, AIDS, Cancer, Epilepsy, and Multiple Sclerosis.  It also has been shown to treat the symptoms of illnesses such as nausea, arthritis, pain and migraines.  


            Marijuana also has great potential to help the economy. This is because there is a large black market in which marijuana is distributed. Money originally in the economy is lost through the distribution of marijuana through the black market. If legalized, the government would be able to tax the sales of marijuana. Also according to Michael Vitiello, the author of Should Marijuana be Legalized?, there would be over eight hundred thousand jail cell that would open up.  Research shows that taking care of prisoners is expensive and this would save our government over a billion dollars.  This would also help police to focus on more serious crimes rather than on marijuana charges.  Lastly, hemp would become a new agricultural industry and provide many new jobs.  All of these reasons would help the economy improve.  This would be a huge step in repairing the economy, but there is not one thing only that could solve the economic problems in society.


            Many people consider the right to smoke marijuana a personal choice.  According to the law, humans have the right to do what they choose to do, as long as it does not cause serious harm to themselves or others.  Marijuana does not fall in this category yet it is still illegal.  According to Joe Messerli, the author of Should Marijuana be Legalized under any Circumstance?, Marijuana is much safer than both cigarettes and alcohol.  Cigarettes are much worse for the lungs and much more addictive compared to marijuana.  There are millions of deaths that are directly related to cigarettes, where there are technically none related to hemp.  Then there is alcohol, which is related to over 20,000 deaths a year between addiction, overdose, and drunk driving.  Marijuana has zero overdoses, is less addictive than alcohol, and there are no deaths due to high driving on record.  Yet both alcohol and cigarettes are legal to the public, even though they both are shown to be more dangerous than marijuana. 


            Now there are negative side effects that would come with legalizing marijuana and they need to be addressed.  According to Andrew Wilkes, author of United Liberty: More Americans Support Legalization of Marijuana than the Stimulus Package, the main reason it is not being legalized, is it can and has been a gateway drug.  Another reason is that if it was legal, it would increase the chance of marijuana falling into the hands of adolescence.  Also is the fact that “high driving” is dangerous and very hard to regulate.  Marijuana slows reaction time and therefore makes driving under the influence of it dangerous.  There would also be physical side effects such as yellow teeth, possible breathing problems, increased heart rate, and an increased likely hood of lung cancer.


            The most influential reason, like I said before, is because marijuana is a gateway drug.  It has been shown marijuana can lead to the use of other drugs but it is not guaranteed.  Drugs like anything else in life are a choice.  They may not be moral but if people want to do them, they usually are going to do them.  Marijuana can turn some users to seek a better and more intense high, so they turn to other drugs.  The choice to do any drug the first time is a choice, but addiction is a disease.  If someone has addiction rooted deep in their family, this can increase the chance that marijuana can be a gateway drug.


            The issue of the legalization of marijuana applies to college kids because it is this generation that is going to most likely be faced with this decision.  This generation is the most active in the debate of whether cannabis should be legalized.  There is also the fact that the majority of people at this age either know of someone that smokes marijuana or they themselves do it.  It is a debate that is receiving more and more publicity as time goes on.  It is already medically legal in some states and appears to be a matter of time before it is in many others.  


            There are a multitude of pros and cons in the legalization of marijuana.  I believe that the possible benefits outweigh the risks that come with legalizing it.  Marijuana is less harmful than both alcohol and cigarettes, both of which are legal.  It also has medical uses which are used to treat several different types of illnesses.  Marijuana would also improve the economy, and the economy needs any help it can get.  When it comes down to it let’s be honest, prohibition has been tried before in history, did it work?  No, it did not and society should learn from history and realize, the only way prevention works is by educating and informing people.  People have the right to make their own choices, as long as there is no serious harm involved to themselves or others. 
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